
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Proposed District 
PPS Reorganization 

Meeting 
Tuesday, March 7, 

2006 
7:30 PM 

At the Middle School 

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

Dear Parents, 
 I am often asked how I feel about the federal 
government’s mandate of No Child Left Behind 
which requires students to be tested yearly in Eng-
lish and math.  Does it really benefit our kids to 
take these mandated yearly exams?   

It is a hard question to answer since there 
are positives and negatives on both sides of the 
question.  On one hand, I support the spirit of the 
law – that is, we need objective measures of per-
formance to validly, and reliably, measure changes 
in our students’ academic achievement, determine 
if they need additional assistance, and serve as 
reasonable gatekeeper exams.  These instruments 
allow us to compare schools across neighborhoods,  
the county, and the entire state since they measure 
a common expectation for achievement, core cur-
riculum, and skill levels.  If the test is really testing 
what it should – that is, high curriculum content 
and skills – then we do our students a service by 
preparing them for the exam.   

On the other hand, a real concern in the 
education field is whether the exams are truly valid 
– are we testing challenging curriculum and skill 
levels or are we really just testing our students’ 
ability to take a standardized exam?   And, are 
these standardized exams worth the lost instruc-
tional time due to teacher training, prepping stu-
dents in test formats, administration of the exams, 
and grading?  Would this lost time be put to better 
use delving more deeply into fewer topics?   

Moreover, what about the tangible and 
intangible factors that are elements of a top school 
which are not tested – sense of caring, respect for 
one another, co-curricular and extracurricular ac-
tivities, social-emotional learning and affective 
programs?  A standardized exam does not rate 
these critical areas.   

So, balance is needed – while standard-
ized exams serve a valuable purpose, we still need 
to remember what a great school is really about – 
it’s about being there for each other as we reach 
academic and affective success together – and, 
they haven’t made a test for that one yet! 
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff    
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Calendar  

March 3rd 
School closed  for  

students 
Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 
9:00-12:00 

 
 

March 9th 
Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 
6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

 

March 14th—15th 
6th-7th Grade Math  

Assessments 

 

March 16th—17th 
8th Grade Math  

Assessments 

 

March 17th 

Happy St.Patrick’s 
Day 

 

 

March 20th 
Board of Education 

meeting  
8:15pm     

 

March 23, 24 & 25 
 

“Getting to Know 
Oklahoma”  

Musical Production 
 

 

What gets tested gets taught, and how it’s tested 
is how it’s taught. 
                                        -- Anonymous  

THE GARDEN CITY  
MIDDLE SCHOOL  

MUSIC BOX  
PLAYERS  

PROUDLY PRESENT 
 

“Getting to Know 
….Oklahoma”  

 
March 23 at 7:00 PM 
March 24th & 25th 

at 7:30 PM 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 

The Kindness a Day 
Calendar is Available 
Every Month on our  

Middle School Web Site 



Students Learn Shopping Skills 
in Spanish 

 
Mrs. Porter’s eighth grade classes recently 
spent a month acquiring the necessary vo-
cabulary and skills needed to go shopping in a 
Spanish speaking country. They learned the 
vocabulary for the different clothing, clothing 
materials, European sizes, and using the Euro.  
Next, the students designed and wrote a 
catalog for the Spanish store, El Corte 
Inglés. They went online to the store’s web-
site after being taught how to navigate the 
Spanish website. The results of this project 
are on display in the main entrance showcase 
of the middle school.  
 
At the end of the month, students worked in 
pairs to write a conversation between a cus-
tomer and a clerk in a typical Spanish store.  
Mrs. Porter videotaped all of her classes. 
 
These two projects developed the listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills of the 
students in Spanish and helped to prepare 
them for an authentic Spanish conversation. 
It also helped to prepare them for the 
speaking portion of the New York State Pro-
ficiency exam in May.  
 

Haute Couture/Ropa de Moda Hits the World Languages Classroom 
  
 Mr. Strauzer's French and Spanish 7 students recently completed a fashion project.  Stu-
dents were asked to exhibit mastery of acquired material both verbally and in writing in 
congruence with NYS Checkpoint A World Languages Learning Standards.  They were al-
lowed to let their creativity run wild, to which they willingly obliged!!!  Several examples of 
the projects were: Runway modeling with accompanying music, peer narration, self-
narration, dressing up a willing pet, and a fashion magazine.  Mr. Strauzer was overwhelmed 
by their enthusiasm and outstanding work. 

 

World Language Fashion Shows 
at Garden City  
Middle School 

 
 Many of our seventh grade stu-
dents in World Language classes re-
cently created fashion shows.  This ac-
tivity was the culmination of their two 
week study of clothing. Students were 
told that in order to make the show 
“lively” the models should put together 
hilarious outfits complete with wigs, 
funny hats, and props. 
 On the day of the fashion show, 
the students brought in their own music 
and walked down the “runway.”  When 
they were finished, their partner de-
scribed in the foreign  language the out-
fit they were wearing.  An evaluation 
rubric was used to grade the students 
on their use of class time for prepara-
tion, costumes, props , music, content of 
required elements, use of and correct-
ness of language, presentation, and 
creativity. 
 The teachers incorporate a 
speaking project into their curriculum 
each quarter so that the students can 
use their language knowledge in an en-
joyable and real life situation.  



Eighth Grader Donates to “Locks of Love” 
Eighth grade student, Caitlin Carpenter, recently donated thirteen inches of her hair to “Locks 
of Love”. This very special organization provides wigs to children who have lost their hair 
due to disease or trauma. Her donation helped to bring a smile back to a young person’s face. 

Bake Sale a Huge Success! 
 

Mrs. Greenwald and The BRAVE 

Club are proud to announce that 

they earned $200.00 from their 

Panda Bear Bake Sale.  The 

money will be used to adopt two 

mother panda bears and theirs 

cubs. Thank you for helping us 

make a difference in the lives of 

panda bears.  Your generosity and 

support were greatly appreciated. 
 

Landmark Buildings of Garden City 
 

Our 8th graders superb drawings of histori-
cal architecture in Garden City built before 
1935 will be entered in an upcoming contest 
sponsored by the Garden City Historical So-
ciety.  All drawings were created in pencil, 
colored pencil or pen and ink.  In addition, 
each piece was matted. We look forward to 
seeing the artwork proudly displayed in the 
Historical Society Museum.  A reception 
and presentation of awards will be held 
there for the children on April 8th.  There 
will be a first place, second place, and hon-
orable mention in each category. Good luck 
to our young artists! 

Job Interviews in Home and Careers 

Culminating a three-month careers unit, students in Mrs. Beovich’s classes interviewed 

for hypothetical jobs. This was accomplished through the generosity of parents and staff 

at the Middle School.  First, Mrs. Beovich’s “evil twin” showed up to give the students 

an idea of how NOT to act on an interview. Next, the students practiced interviewing 

each other. Finally, dozens of adult volunteers came into Mrs. Beovich’s classes to 

“interview” each student for the job of his/her choice.  The interviews were then cri-

tiqued, enabling students to learn what to say and how to act first hand. The adult volun-

teers thoroughly enjoyed the experience and remarked that the students did a fine job. 


